Minutes September 27, 2019
Wakulla Springs Alliance

Present: Sean McGlynn, Jim Stevenson, Al Gregory, Cal Jamison, Bob Deyle, Debbie Lightsey, Lindsey Stevens, Tom Taylor
Sean opened the meeting at 9:03 a.m.

Introductions. Minutes were  deferred to the next meeting.

Al made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report. Jim seconded. Report approved.

WSA Springs Champion Award on September 26.

Second Panel discussion on Lake Jackson.

Jim stated that based on recent dye studies, WSA should pay closer attention to the lake. Lake Jackson's levels are going down while water levels in the Wakulla County sink holes are rising.

A. Current status

B. Activities planned - what else needs to be done?

Kevin O'Donnell - Director of Environmental Assessment

Updates include data from City, County, and DEP water data as the Water Information Network

According to available data, the lake is not impaired.

5 years to make assessment

Goal to get more input from the public

Developing models takes time

Look at the lake in segments, for instance the SE segment has higher pophorus

Storm water sampling

Looking at surface water, not groundwater

Matthew Baker - Dept of Health

No nutrient testing 

Sophie - guest who lives on Lake Jackson
The water is always dark

QUESTIONS
Anthony - Is it true only water septic a complaint?

Septic tanks and storm water contribute nutrients

Failure rate higher than reported rate, nitrogen levels are lower than expected, phosphorus contributes to plant growth.

Johnny - North and South lake very different. Work is scheduled for the facility near Goodwill donation site. There is more hydrilla on the south side.

Bob - Sediment should be sampled while the lake is down.

Debbie - Why look at average data from north and south segments rather than separately?

Kevin - Meginnis Arm has been divided. 
Caitlyn Snyder - Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve
Management plan is online. Comment deadline is October 18.

Jim announced a field trip to Lake Jackson to visit access points on November 22. Bob moved and Debbie seconded. Approved.
Dye studies
Lake Lafayette, Iamonia, Jackson all lead to Wakulla Springs
Average time to reach Wakulla Spring was 35 days. When Buck Lake drained two days, after dye put in, Lake Lafayette only took 7 days to reach Wakulla.

· Need to identify causes of dark water in Wakulla Spring

· In addition to tannins, watersheds have sinking springs

· Chlorophyll enters through ground water

Dye used was 100 lbs of liquid rhodamine. 
In-situ readings were taken every ten minutes using fluorimeters which were changed weekly to download data and recharge batteries.

Wekiva Springs is challenging the BMAP. If they get a favorable judgment, they hope to apply to all BMAPS.
Anthony gave a deposition of 3 hours and 45 minutes on ground nutrient reducing ($5M study). He said the study was flawed and was kicked off of the committee.
Environmental HOAs contributing to the challenge. Anthony urged WSA to contribute. 

Leon county Wastewater Plan for $2.8M using Blueprint sales tax $
bio-filters, alternative sewer - three phases, 1) feasibility study for what kind of system, 2) financing, 3) meeting

Contract $650K

$1.5M advance wastewater in-ground bio-filters. Public input over all installation challenges, cautions inground bio-filters installed without lower liners - cheap, easy to install and  have higher profit margin.
Original study used sawdust but using tru chips instead. Should achieve 65%.

Bob Deyle moved to consider making an additional contribution fo ddefense challenge. Debbe seconded. Sean noted we have already contributed $500 to the Springs Council which pay the bills.

Bob withdrew his motion.

Al moved we donate $25 and Cal seconded.

Lindsay says its unlikely a favorable judgment will apply to other BMAPS.
We don't know enough to make a decision. 

Springshed update - Cal

water color changed from tannic to green - Wakulla Spring turned dark. No rainfall. 31 ft. visability still slowly coming through. 
Johnny - fish kill in Lake Lafayette due to low oxygen levels

U.S. 319 widening - east side construction about completed. Appear to be doing the right thing but process is hard. 

Bob D says other lakes should be tested with dye. 

Adjourn noonish.

