Wakulla Springs Alliance Meeting - July 26, 2019
Present: Sean, Tom Taylor, Jim, Debbie, Cal, Howard, Gail

Sean called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

Corrections to the June 28 minutes for Cal's report:

Wakulla videos are on Cal's Facebook page, not the WSA page. DONE

Remove statement regarding no erosion control on 319 widening project. DONE

Debbie made a motion to approve the minutes and Jim seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer:

Discussion on the report about whether or not the invoice for printing the Wakulla Springs brochures was paid or not. HOWARD WILL FOLLOW UP.

Leon County Septic Tank Grant. Johnny Richardson
1. Funded by Springs Restoration Grant for advance system pilot project.

2. Engineer is designing and monitoring 10-15 sites upgrade to selected passive performance-based systems. System design will be chosen based on site characteristics. They will be monitored by Leon County. It is not clear whether a maintenance contract will be required. Some may require a pump. A fan requires a permit. 

3. Priority on failing systems, age 

4. Application forms are being drafted. 
5. The first experiment will be in the Wilson Woods private neighborhood at the end of Rhodes Cemetery Road. This is a higher area just north of Woodville that will not require septic mounds.
6. Systems will be installed at no cost.
7. Building a list of contractors who will contract with Leon County with permission of the owners. 

8. Applications in 2019 with installation in 2020

9. DEP 1.5 m plus a match of 3.5m for about 155 septic tank.

10. Chuck Hess says that there is a $10,000 grant for a performance-based system, and he is putting his in now. 
11. Hopefully the price will come down with competition between systems and contractors. Quality control will be important. Materials in drain field are an important variable. 
City/County Comprehensive Wastewater feasibility analysis.

1. Maps will show where what systems are needed to meet nitrogen targets. 

2. 2 rounds of public meetings; after analysis of the technology and for the final maps. There will a website to post results. 

3. Then public education and financial analysis and plan.

4. Firm selected for $620,000 ($500,000 from Blueprint plus more from DEP). The contract has not been signed yet. When it is done WSA can get the schedule and other information.
5. The management component needs to be addressed with Theresa Heiker. 

WMD update.
1. Friends of Lake Jackson are developing a water quality program. 

2. Friends of Lake Jackson want restoration. 
3. DEP says the lake is not impaired anymore. This may affect TMDL funds. (NOTE: Pam hall is concerned about removing the lake from the impaired list.)
4. This is surface water that goes to Wakulla Springs. This drains from malls and other areas. (NOTE: Sean states we might need more flow data.)
5. The County uses their own data in monitoring. The water chemistry is very different in the North and South parts of the lake. The vegetation affects the flows.

6. WSA would like to be involved in restoration efforts. 

7. Debbie Lightsey worked on a Lake Jackson project that produced a project list that should have been completed.

We are meeting owners of the Revell property about purchase or a conservation easement. 

MFL finishing Wakulla surveys after Michael. Working on models. Analysis in the fall and winter. Jim Dunbar has done lidar maps of the area before the hurricane. 

Capital Cascades Trail.
1. Segment 3D (Water quality cleanup of stormwater going to Lake Munson and Wakulla Springs, sacrificing trees for Wakulla Springs).
2. This has eliminated a historic Black neighborhood. 

3. There are residents that meet under the trees daily. 

4. There is a 500 year old oak and others. 

5. They may put the trees on an island in the retention pond. 

6. Blueprint went to the FAMU Board of Trustees, the Blueprint Citizen Advisory Committee and surveyed neighbors. 

7. The road is a City project and the pond is a Blueprint project.

8. FAMU and FSU are expanding and have power. 

9. The pond does protect water quality in Wakulla Springs.

10. Sean McGlynn is on the Blueprint Citizen Advisory Committee

11. There will be public meetings that WSA can attend.

12. The WSA should support Boyton Still area ponds that provide effective water quality and quantity purposes but done in a way that minimizes impact on communities (especially minority), cultural sites, trees and other QOL impacts. We want clarification on the standards. 

13. There is a concern about sinkholes in the new pond like occurred in Lake Elberta. These sinkholes were created by DEP monitoring wells and have been plugged with concrete and it has been clay lined. 
Ferrell Land Purchase.
1. There are mapped caves on the property. 

2. Adjacent to Wakulla Springs property. 

3. There are 13 open karst windows and 3 known connections to the cave system

4. There have been past attempts to purchase the land

5. It is a partnership with US Forest Service, State Forest and others. 

6. It provides a wildlife corridor. With a little more acquisition there will be a from St Marks to Liberty County. This will make a 319 wildlife crossing more important. 

7. There were diver pictures of the caves on the Ferrell property. There is a large conduit that may be parallel. 

8. This acquisition was the top priority for Wakulla Springs 20 years ago.

9. We need to look for the management plan for this parcel as part of the WSP plan. 
License Plate Grant renewal. (grant proposals due by end of month, we were rejected last year as being too expensive). Applications due next week. 

1. We are working with Bob Knight on Springs Friendly Yards program, 2020 Springs Field School and Know your Springs Region education and outreach program. 

2. More dye trace studies with cave divers.
3. Look at marine springs.
4. We want to keep current water quality monitoring and dye studies.
5. Concentrate on microplastics, herbicides, pesticides and pharmaceuticals in springs and karst lakes and work it into our current monitoring. Tom Taylor motion Cal Jamison Second.
6. Letter of support for Springs Institute education programs in the future. 

Tom made a motion to combine 1, 2, and 4. Cal seconded. Motion carried.

Sunscreen Ban (sunscreen toxic additives banned in the Florida Keys, and coral is rebounding, could this help Wakulla Springs).
1. Many sunscreens have bug repellant and impact any biotics not just corals. This needs to be considered in the future. 

2. A League of Women’s Voters is exploring a ban or voluntary change on the use of plastic straws. There needs to be accommodation for the disabled. They don’t have to be plastic straws. 
3. There are state restrictions on plastic bag bans. 

4. Microplastics need to be monitored. 

5. WSA has invited TAPP to a future meeting. They get $200,000 per year. 

Springshed update by Cal Jamison

1. Wakulla Springs visibility has gone from 68’ to 28’ yesterday. It is brown from tannic water. 

2. Rainfall has been sporadic and varies by area. 

3. Cascades project has had 2 sinkholes open. 

Local fertilizer use.
1. We need to talk about fertilizer use in our area. 

2. Jim Stevenson met with Murdock (TCC?) and they reduced use by a ton. 

3. DOT did 218 T reduction. 

4. We need to talk to the City and County and FSU golf course use. We can invite representatives to talk about what they are doing. 

5. Mark Heidecker can get numbers for the City and others. 

6. The City and County have fertilizer ordinances. 

Motion to adjourn by Cal Jameson, second by Tom Taylor. Motion carried. 
