Wakulla Springs Alliance Meeting
Minutes for August 23, 2019

Sean called  the  meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.

Present: Sean McGlynn, Tom Taylor, Al Gregory, Terry Ryan, Doug Barr, Jim Stevenson, Cal Jamison, Vivian Young.
Minutes: motion to accept by Terry Ryan, accepted

Treasurer Report: printer has been paid for the pamphlets. Jim moved and Doug seconded to accept the report. Motion carried. 

Vivian reported that the legislature appropriated more money than the governor asked for conservation. 1000 Friends

Capital Cascades Trail – Segment 3D Update

Sean reported that a WSA letter was sent clarifying that trees and homes were not moved to protect Wakulla Springs. Water draining from the pond to St. Augustine Branch flows into Lake Henrietta and Lake Munson. 
Steve Urse described recent meetings, design options that could save some or all the trees, the law suit and upcoming meetings, permitting, etc. 

Planners who voted against the third alternative were more concerned with the cost of a retaining wall.
Tom reported that Debbie Lightsey raised concerns about our process. When writing letters be clear on what stand we take and why At this point wer are only observing and not taking action. 

BMAP Litigation
Anthony Guadio reported problems mostly with in-ground nitrogen reducing equipment not being tested. Will set up meetings with Leon County to discuss concerns. Will install 75 such systems. should be more reviewed before spending the money. Anthony and Pam Hall see many problems with the contractor. No way to change the filtering media.
Johnny is getting up to speed. 
Legislative update by Vivian Young

There was new funding for springs and water quality efforts. 

SB 7103 undermines our growth management system by requiring citizen who file challenges and don’t prevail have to pay the developer and local government legal fees. 

SB 7068 creates a system of new toll roads that will impact rural, sensitive and public areas. 

Panel Discussion: Lake Jackson Restoration
Introduction: Jim Stevenson, Organizer
Moderator: Tom Taylor (Speaker time Limit, 10 minutes)

Participants



FWC: Derek Fussell 



City: Mark Heidecker



County: Johnny Richardson



NWFWMD: Paul Thorpe




Friends of Lake Jackson: Alan Niedoroda 
Questions: 

What do we know about pollutants from Lake Jackson going to Wakulla Springs?

What more do we need to know?
What has been done?
What is underway and planned?

What are the priorities for more high impact cost-effective actions?

What are our next steps?

Derek: FWC
Trying to manage for invasive plants - Water hyacinth and hydrilla. Hydrilla exploded last year. May 9 grass carp were put in the lake. Hyancith was bad in Meginnis Arm on March 11. He can map the entire lake according to the bio volume. Go to FWC website to see what is happening, what plants are treated and how treated. 
Johnny: County
County is working on Ford's Arm, Linene Woods. Improvements to Meridian Road - culverts to hydrate wetlands on Timberland Rd. southern flow. Kiosks have been installed around the lake and each boat ramp.
Rhoden Cove is being converted from septic to sewer.

Looking at land use around the lake. 27K acres

3% upland forest, 4% pasture, 30% wetlands, 

Vegetation takes up nutrients in the water column. DEP uses data from the County.

2 monitoring stations on Meginnis Arm.

In 2015 e-coli was coming from humans.

Water chemistry very different North and South Lake because of where the water comes from.

Mark: City
Erosion has cost more than $15M - Bone Blvd and Tupelo Terrace
$500,000 grant from DEP for project edge of the basin

Fertilizer ordinance is city-wide

Monitoring N and S Lake shows no impairment since 2017

Increase in basin development led to new standards for new development.


$42M mostly for structural projects. Efforts have paid off.

City supports wat WMD is doing

There are 2,187 septic tanks less than a mile from the lake. They produce 95,000 lbs of nitrogen with 42,500 lbs going to the lake.

Paul: WMD

Talking with DEP to improve water quality in Meginnis and Ford's Arms. 
Compiling existing and getting new data to evaluate especially stormwater runoff. 

Looking at Meginnis Arm treatment facility. SWIM stormwater improvements.
Questions:

Terry: What invasive treatment used?

New herbicide that kills hyacinth fast and breaks down quickly.
Doug: Where do invasive plants come from?

Typically boats.

A sinkhole opened up on Faulk Dr. near Harbinwood. Staff doing soundings.

High e-coli counts from Lexington Tributary that goes under Timberlane near Goodwill drop off. Tributary flows into Ford's Arm.
Improvement projects - Data Collection; no construction projects for Lake Jackson.

Mark: City has 3 stations on the lake.
Johnny: County has 2 stations on the south side; one on Meginnis Arm; Lake Carr, Summerbrooke; Harbinwood and Lexington Trib. 
Invasives in the riparian area or 50 ft. whichever is less buffer one good if not exotics.
Jim worries about contract sprayers.
Derek said his budget for the panhandle is $269K.

Alan Niedoroda: Friends of Lake Jackson
In the 1970s people came from all over to go bass fishing.

Not as many using the lake now. Gunk from dead hydrilla glopping up outboards.

Clean-up in October 2018 in Rhoden Cove noticed blue-green algae

In the 1990s the Jackson Action Group (precursor to Friends) put together a management plan and updated it in 1997.

There were no standards in the 1970s.

A dye study should probably be conducted.
What’s New 

License Plate Grant renewal projects
New grant cycle application due next week

The selection committee meets next week to review 27 projects. 
Indian Springs and Spring Creek

Coleen Castile asked for help for the owner. 

Anthony Gaudio has talked to them. 

There are two good and 8-10 standard tanks that need to be abandoned or upgraded. 

The owner is an FWC employee and plans to donate the land to the state in the future. 

Our signs need to have the poles painted white and have the vegetation trimmed regularly.  Friends of Wakulla Springs will pay for a second set of signs. 
Springshed Updates – Cal Jamison

WS water is clearing again, 50’+ then 28’, 49’ yesterday.  The tannic passed and it is green now. 

Cheryl Sink was clear and tannic now. 

Spring Creek is flowing again. 

Spring Creek owners is talking to the WMD about an easement. 

319 road construction is progressing.  Workers are reinforcing barriers.  The completed side looks good.  There is a berm protecting the sinkholes.  It looks like they are trying to do the right thing. 

Known swallets are taking water now. 

The Wakulla Commission did something about standard septic tanks.  Cal will follow-up. 

Ferrell Land Purchase – Cal Jamison

This has not been completed. It will happen the first of the year. 

It will be managed by the State Park.
Report from Mark Heidecker 
Golf Courses: Hilaman has the lowest fertilizer use. 

Fertilizer use. 

TAPP will make a presentation at a future WSA meeting. 

Adjourn Noon
