Wakulla Springs Alliance
Annual General Membership and Board Meetings

Minutes

June 28, 2019

The Annual General Membership Meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Howard Kessler at 9:01 a.m.

Howard asked everyone to introduce themselves. The participants are listed in Appendix A.  
Jim Stevenson presented the slate of nominations for officers and board members including a new board member Lindsey Stevens who has a degree in Urban and Region Planning. Howard nominated Terry Ryan, a retired banker with a strong interest in water quality issues.  Cal Jamison made the motion to approve the election of these officers and board members, it was seconded by Vivian Young and approved unanimously. 
	Name
	Previous Position
	Term Ends
	Current Position

	Sean McGlynn
	Chair
	Dec 2020
	Chair

	Doug Barr
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	Vice-chair

	Jim Davis
	Treasurer
	Dec 2019 
	Treasurer

	Gail Fishman
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	Secretary

	Albert Gregory
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	 Director

	Cal Jamison
	Director
	Dec 2020
	 Director

	Howard Kessler
	Vice-chair
	Dec 2019 
	 Director

	Debbie Lightsey
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	 Director

	Jim Stevenson
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	 Director

	Vivian Young 
	Director
	Dec 2019 
	 Director

	Bob Deyle
	Member
	Dec 2020
	 Director

	Terry Ryan
	None
	Dec 2020
	 Director

	Lindsay Stevens
	None
	Dec 2020
	 Director

	Tom Taylor
	Member
	Dec 2020
	 Director


Howard adjourned the annual meeting and opened the regular board meeting.

We were unable to move on the minutes from the previous meeting since they have not been distributed yet. 

Howard gave the Treasurer's Report:

Income
$3,731.61

Expenses
  -  336.25

Balance
$3,395.36

The motion to approve was made by Doug Barr, seconded by Jim Stevenson and approved unanimously. 

Jim mentioned a new book, Drying Up, about shrinking fresh water supplies.

Two presentations were scheduled.

1. Doug Barr began his talk on Sanitary Sewer Spills between 2008 and 2018. 

· Most spills were less than 1,000 gallons.

· Spills less than 100 gallons have not be counted since 2011.

· Recent date is better than the earlier data.
· Best thing to do is encourage residents NOT to flush non-biodegradable items down the toilet as they clog the lines and sometimes cause leaks and breaks.
2. Bob Deyle - Wildlife Monitoring at the Spring, 1992 to present
· Park staff began monthly observations in 1992.

· Bob Thompson began weekly monitoring in 2013. Bob provided all the photos in this presentation.

· Hydrilla boomed in 1997 and mechanical harvesting began.

· Herbicide was used which curtailed a lot of hydrilla but also killed native vegetation. 
· Animal/bird populations are up and down. No fish surveys have been done. If apple snails appear so do limpkins but there is not a sustainable population of either.

· Shrinking duck populations is probably due to "short-stopping", meaning conditions are favorable north of us and ducks are not flying as far south. This could be partly due to a changing climate. 

· More volunteers are needed to conduct the surveys. All will receive detailed training.

Cal gave the spring shed update:

· Jump Creek was dry and is now flowing.

· Visibility in Wakulla Springs is 68’, the water level is normal and the flow is high.

· Tannic water runoff from heavy rains into creeks and swallets had not reached the springs as of June 27, 2019.
· Five or six tarpon were spotted in the spring bowl.

· Some areas along the US 319 widening are do not have erosion protection. 

· The spring has benefitted by adding some land.

· Quiet negotiation on the Ferrell property has started.

Gail Fishman mentioned clear-cutting of property along the St. Marks River in preparation for a solar farm on private property.

Vivien Young related that the legislature has approved money to fix current Everglades water issues but did not address future needs. Also $100M has been set aside for spring protection but that includes $50M not spent last year.
Cal has posted videos of the Wakulla River on the WSA Facebook page.

Bob moved and Jim seconded adjourning the meeting at 11:59 a.m.

Gail Fishman, Secretary

Appendix A

Board, Advisors and Guests

* Indicates 6-28-19 Participants
Board Members     

Doug Barr


*

Jim Davis, Treasurer 

Gail Fishman 


*


Albert Gregory

*


Cal Jamison


*

Howard Kessler, V-Chr.



Debbie Lightsey

*

Sean McGlynn, Chair 


Jim Stevenson

*

Vivian Young


*
WSA Advisors

Bob Deyle


* 
Anthony Gaudio 


Pam Hall



Julie Harrington

Chuck Hess



Todd Kincaid 

Bob Knight

Terrance McCaffrey 

Pam McVety

Dan Pennington


Bob Thompson

*

Guests

Steve Carter

*

Bruce Chapman

*

Kathleen Coates

*

Andreas Hagberg

*

Carlos Herd

*

Mary Beth Litrico

*

Brian Lupiani

*

Johnny Richardson
*

Tom Taylor

*

Paul Thurman

*

1

